
Minutes of the virtual Road Safety Committee meeting held on Monday 2 November 
2020 at 6pm.  

 
Present: Cllr T Hollyhead, in the Chair 
  Cllrs S Balfour, Mrs S Hollyhead and M Roberts 
  SELRAG Representative D Vaux  
    
Cllr T Hollyhead welcomed everyone to the meeting. 
 
1) Apologies 

None received. 
 

2) Minutes of the meeting held on 3 February 2020  
The minutes were noted. 
 

3) Matters arising from the minutes of 3 February 2020 
a. Awaiting a response from Wakefield MDC about safety measures on A628 

Castlesyke Hill. 
 
It was agreed that agenda item 7 could be taken before Agenda item 4 
 

7.  To receive an update from SELRAG on SFLR 
Mr D Vaux read out a report: 

 
Consultation is now taking place on the Publication Draft of the Wakefield District 
Council Local Plan. This is on the plan for the whole of the district.  It includes the 
safeguarded route for the South Featherstone Link Road.  This has been amended in 
the local plan mainly in the South of Featherstone and Purston. 
 
The safeguarded route has moved southwards and now connects from the D S Smith 
Factory (Linpac) through to Went Lane but now joins south of the bridge over the Little 
Went. The area now enclosed within this route is about 110 hectares the majority of 
which is planned for housing. 
Until the consultation process is completed and goes for independent examination next 
year that land remains Green Belt.  The Council intends that the plan will be adopted in 
2022.  The plan is only to allocate land for development be it housing or business. It 
does not include the SFLR. 
 
As regards the SFLR more detailed evaluation is required. Planning and Transportation 
are currently working on a brief to produce an outline business case and hope to 
appoint consultants to assist in this before the end of this year. The preparation of the 
case is likely to take up to two years to complete and will require engagement with local 
residents, stakeholders and councillors at the appropriate time. The first engagement 
from a transport perspective is likely to be Autumn/Winter 2021. A timetable will be 
produced after the consultants have been appointed. 
 
It will be a number of years before there is any prospect of construction of the SFLR 
commencing. The section associated with South Featherstone is likely to be the first 
section constructed and this is subject to the local plan being found sound and 
subsequent planning consent being granted for both the development and appropriate 
Highways infrastructure. 
 
In my search through the local plan I do not see any mention of what would be the next 
stage to undergo the business case process. 
 



The Chairman thanked Mr Vaux for his input. 
  

   
4) Public Consultation - South Featherstone Link Road: To draw up the 

specification for a consultant; to recommend to the Parish Council a list of 
suitable consultants and costings. 
 
A discussion took place, the Chairman explained that a number of consultants had 
been contacted and no response had been received.     
 
It was recommended that the Clerk contact Mr Ellis at Wakefield MDC to explain that 
Ackworth Parish Council has taken the decision to carry out its own survey and to find 
out if the results can form part of the evidence for their consultation which runs to 9 
December.  Additionally to ask if Ackworth’s survey results can be submitted after the 
closing date. 
 
Due to the difficulty in finding a suitable consultant to carry out the survey, the following 
items were recommended to the Parish Council: 
1. That the consultation is carried out in-house using agreed questions. 
2. That the Road Safety Committee request that the Parish Council approves a 

proposal to delegate, to the Chairman of the Road Safety Committee, Cllr Hames 
and Cllr Roberts, the responsibility of finalising the question for the survey based on 
the questions Cllr Hames had previously prepared. See appendix 1. 

3. That the survey is carried out on Survey Monkey advertised on Facebook and on 
the Parish Council’s website as well a newsletter delivered door to door.   
 

5) To discuss a request for speed cameras on A628 
 
A resident has asked if speed cameras could be installed between Carr Bridge and 
Beverley Arms roundabout.  The Chairman explained that it is West Yorkshire Casualty 
Reduction Partnership that determines where cameras can be installed. 
 
It was recommended that the Parish Council: 
1. Ask Wakefield MDC for the latest statistics for that stretch of road to see if it fits the 

criteria set out by WYCRP. 
2. Publish the criteria on the Parish Council’s website. 
3. Look at alternatives ie flashing signs. 
 

6) To receive an update on a request for 20mph speed limit outside schools 
The Chairman reported that a resident requesting a 20mph speed limit outside of 
schools had been in contact with the Highways team at Wakefield MDC and 
discussions were still ongoing.  We await further information. 
 
It was recommended that the Parish Council ask again if the 30mph sign outside of 
Oakfield Park School can be moved further south towards Hemsworth. 

 
Agenda item 7 was discussed and recorded after agenda item 3 

 
There being no further business to discuss, the Chairman thanked everyone for their 
attendance and closed the meeting  

 
Meeting closed at 6.50pm 


