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PURSUANT TO NOTICE A VIRTUAL MEETING OF ACKWORTH PARISH COUNCIL WAS 
HELD ON MONDAY 12 OCTOBER 2020 AT 7.15 PM 

 
Present: Cllr: S Balfour, in the Chair 
 

Cllrs: J Bell, A Cook, A Garbutt, T Hames, J Hardman, Mrs S Hollyhead,  
T Hollyhead, G Marshall, S Richmond and M Roberts. 

 
6 members of the public    

  
The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting. 
 

Q1 A resident referenced agenda item 18 and suggested that when choosing a company to 

carry out the consultation work they look at members of the Market Research Society.  He 

also asked that an appropriate amount of time be given to agenda item 19.  The Chairman 

reported that agenda item 19 had been withdrawn prior to the meeting. 

 

Q2 A representative from Ackworth School asked given the current restrictions with 

coronavirus, how can we (the primary schools of Ackworth) best support the local 

community?  She welcomed any thoughts/comments from those attending the meeting.  Cllr 

Mrs Hollyhead, in her role as Secretary of the Ackworth Senior Citizens Christmas Tea said 

that they had been trying to talk to each other about this and they would coordinate. 

   

Q3 A resident of Brackenhill said that she noted in the minutes of the Village Facilities 

Committee meeting that the Parish Council were looking at providing additional car parking 

at the bottom of Dicky Sykes Lane.  She asked that when carrying out a feasibility study they 

would include the views of the residents.  Cllr Garbutt gave a brief explanation as to why this 

was being looked at and assured her that we wouldn’t want to cause more problems for 

residents. 

 

The Chairman thanked them for their questions and moved in to the formal part of the 

meeting. 

 

1. To receive apologies for absence and to approve the reasons given. 

 
C1.1 Apologies were received and the reasons given as reported in the attendance book 
were approved from Cllr M Galvin.  All Councillors agreed.   
  
Apologies were received from District Councillor Ms J Carrington, M Ward and PCSO  
L Kavanagh 
  
The Clerk reported that agenda item 19 had been withdrawn. 
 
2. Declarations of Interests and Dispensations 
 
2.1 To receive declarations of interest from Councillors on items on the agenda 
2.2 To receive written requests for dispensations for disclosable pecuniary interests 
(if any)  
2.3 To grant any requests for dispensation as appropriate. 
 
C2.1 There were none to receive 
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3. To receive a report from West Yorkshire Police  
 
C3.1 The Clerk reported that PCSO Kavanagh had sent a report which the Clerk read out. 
 
4. To receive a report from District Councillors which will include Projects / 
Improvements carried out in Ackworth which have been funded by Wakefield Council 
from the Capital Project and Neighbourhood Improvement Fund. 
 
C4.1 Cllr Garbutt read out a list of projects which had been supported in this way.  This 
report would be uploaded to the website. 
 
The report was received and noted. 
 
5. To receive a report by the Clerk on an administrative matter 
 
C5.1 Highways Query using false name: 
 
On 22 September the Parish Council Administrator receive an email from Wakefield Council 
RASWA Planning, Transportation & Highways that was a response to a query about traffic 
diverted from the A1 through Ackworth.  The email address given as a consent on the query 
was the Administrator’s email and the telephone number given was the Parish Council 
phone number.  There was also a mobile number that the Administrator did not immediately 
recognise but was later identified as possibly that of one of our Councillors. 
 
Since the Administrator had not made the query she emailed and asked for more 
information.  She was told that the query had been made in the name of ‘Councillor Brixdon’. 
 
The Clerk and the Administrator viewed this as a serious matter since it seemed that 
someone was impersonating a Councillor and/or the Administrator.  The matter was reported 
to the police. 
 
The report was received and noted. 
 
6. To receive a report from Parish Council Representatives on outside bodies 
 
C6.1 A report from Low Ackworth Community Centre representative Cllr Hames had 
previously been circulated.   
 
The report was received and noted. 
 
7. Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 14 September 2020 
 

C7.1 Cllr Hollyhead proposed and Cllr Garbutt seconded that the minutes are accepted as a 

true record.  

The Clerk reported that she had received two amendments: 

Agenda item 7 should read – ‘It was RESOLVED to move to a vote on approving the 

minutes.’ 

Agenda item 8 – should read – ‘the Chairman will sign them’ 

Subject to the above amendments voting took place  

8 Councillors voted in favour  
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2 Councillors abstained – Cllr Marshall and Cllr Richmond 

0 Councillors voted against 

  

It was therefore RESOLVED that the minutes are approved and would be signed by the 

Chairman at a later date. 

8. To receive the Clerks report on matters arising from the minutes of 14 September 

2020 

 The invitation to the Nostell remembrance service had been accepted by the 

Chairman 

The report was received and noted 

9. To receive and approve accounts income, expenditure and bank reconciliation to end 

of September 2020 

C9.1 The Clerk reported that due to pressure of work she had been unable to work on the 

accounts this month.  This was noted. 

10. To receive and approve a list of payments to be made and Petty Cash account to 12 

October 2020 

C10.1 The Clerk had previously circulated a list of payments to be made and petty cash 

account. 

 

Voting took place:  

8 Councillors voted in favour 

0 Councillors voted against  

2 Councillor abstained  

 

It was therefore RESOLVED that the accounts are approved and would be signed by the 

Chairman at a later date. 

 

11. To approve the purchase of USB Network Adaptors for use by Councillors 

C11.1 All Councillors agreed the cost to purchase adaptors as required. 

12. To receive the minutes of the Village Events Committee meeting held on 28 

September 2020 and to approve the recommendations within them 

C12.1 Cllr Roberts proposed and Cllr Garbutt seconded that the minutes are approved. 

Voting took place: 

8 Councillors voted in favour 

0 Councillors voted against 

2 councillors abstained 

 

It was therefore RESOLVED that the proposal is approved. 
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13. To receive the minutes of the Village Facilities Committee meeting held on 26 

September 2020 and to approve the recommendations within them 

C13.1 Cllr Hollyhead proposed and Cllr Bell seconded that the minutes are approved. 

Voting took place: 

8 Councillors voted in favour 

0 Councillors voted against 

2 councillors abstained 

 

It was therefore RESOLVED that the proposal is approved. 

 

The Chairman proposed to discuss agenda item 18 before agenda item 14. 

18. To receive a report from the Task Group held to discuss the specification for the 

consultant for the South East Link Road 

C18.1 The proposals brought forward for consideration are: 

1. To carry out a survey in house 

2. To carry out a survey using an external consultant 

3. To hold an Extra Ordinary meeting of the Parish Council to agree a way forward 

Voting took place on each one: 

Proposal 1: 

Councillors voted in favour 1 

Councillors voted against 7 

Councillors abstained 2 

 

Proposal 2: 

Councillors voted in favour 7 

Councillors voted against 0 

Councillors abstained 3 

 

Proposal 3: 

Councillors voted in favour 2 

Councillors voted in against 7 

Councillor abstained 1 

It was therefore RESOLVED that the proposal to carry out a survey using an external 

consultant was approved. 

Cllr Bell proposed and Cllr Hollyhead seconded that the Road Safety committee be given 

delegated powers to draw up the specification for a consultant, to seek appropriate 

consultants, and to bring back to the Parish Council a list off suitable consultants with 

estimated costs for each. Also, that Cllr Tony Hames be invited to attend the meeting of the 

Road Safety committee where this is being discussed so that he can put his ideas forward.  
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Voting took place: 

7 Councillors voted in favour 

2 Councillors voted against 

0 Councillors abstained 

 

It was therefore RESOLVED that the proposal is approved. 

 

14. To receive the minutes of (excluding the private part) of the Finance & General 

Purposes Committee meeting held on 28 September 2020 and to approve 

recommendations within them 

C14.1 Cllr Balfour as Chair of the Committee referred to item 5 the appointment of an Internal 

Auditor. 

The Clerk reported that there were was a choice of 3 Auditors.  References had been sought 

and there was nothing to choose between any of them.   

Cllr Mrs Hollyhead proposed and Cllr Bell seconded that the current auditor Mr Flatters is 

reappointed for this current financial year. 

Voting took place: 

8 Councillors voted in favour 

0 Councillors voted against 

2 Councillors abstained  

 

It was therefore RESOVED that the proposal is approved. 

 

Cllr Balfour proposed and Cllr Hollyhead seconded that the minutes are received and 

approved.   

 

Voting took place:  

8 Councillors voted in favour  

0 Councillors voted against  

2 Councillors abstained 

 

15. To consider a response to the second and third part of the consultation by the 

Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government on the reform of the planning 

system 

C15.1 Cllr Hames as Chair of the Planning Sub Committee explained that he had answered 

the questions. 

It was proposed by Cllr Cook and seconded by Cllr Garbutt that Cllr Hames answers are 

circulated to all Councillors giving them an opportunity to add own comments before the 

document is finalised and submitted. 

Voting took place: 

8 Councillors voted in favour 

1 Councillors voted against 

1 Councillor abstained  
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It was therefore RESOLVED that the proposal is approved. 

16. To receive and comment on Planning Applications received by Wakefield Council  

The following applications were noted unless otherwise stated. 

20/01636/TCA Snaith Villa, Pontefract Road, Ackworth. Removal of yew tree blocking view 

of oncoming traffic. 

20/01887/COUQ Potwell Farm, Sandygate Lane, East Hardwick. Retention of existing 

residential farmhouse and conversion of existing agricultural building to 5no. dwellings. 

20/01931/CPL 1 The Orchards Low Ackworth. Single storey side extension. 

20/01905/FUL Hundhill Bungalow, Hundhill Lane, East Hardwick. Timber extension for 

Pitstop Community Café. 

20/01945/FUL Low Ackworth Community Centre Car Park. Extension to carpark to 

accommodate more vehicles. 

20/01996/FUL 16 Langdale Drive, Low Ackworth. Demolish conservatory, erection of part 

single part 2storey extension. 

It was proposed by Cllr Cook these applications are discussed by the Planning Sub Committee 

with delegated powers to submit comments / objections to Wakefield Council Planning 

Department.  All Councillors agreed.  

It was therefore RESOLVED that the proposal is accepted. 

9:15 pm Cllr Cook left the meeting 

Cllr Hollyhead proposed and Cllr Bell seconded to move standing orders to extend the 

meeting for 10 minutes.  Councillors agreed.  The meeting would therefore be extended 

to 9:40 pm. 

17. To receive Burial Rights 

V42 Denise Williams 

J48 Paul Woodgate 

V38 Keith Wood 

J57 Michael Dorking 

V44 Gwyneth Hird 

 

These were received and noted. 

 

Agenda item 18 was discussed and recorded after agenda item 13. 

 

19. This Parish Council resolves to discuss in full Parish Council, the items on which a 

Parish Poll was requested at the well attended Parish meeting that took place on 6 

March 2020 (Cllr Marshall) 

This item was withdrawn from the agenda prior to the meeting. 
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PUBLIC BODIES (ADMISSION TO MEETING ACT 1960) THAT THE PRESS AND THE 

PUBLIC BE EXCLUDED FROM THE REMAINDER OF THE MEETING ON THE 

GROUNDS  

 

 

 

 

 


